TEMPORARY  WIVES
local feeling is strongly against them, whereas we have a good
reputation and are relatively popular, and our Indian Moslem
guard adds greatly to the respect in which we are held. They
are good Ambassadors, clean, cheerful, honest and devout,
good horsemen and good shots. All they need to make them
perfectly happy is a wife in every village or town we visit,
but in this country even temporary substitutes (or sigha
wives) are unobtainable. This Persian system of allowing
men to marry, temporarily, a woman who may later be
divorced sounds immoral but, human nature being what it is,
it is a compromise between the impracticable ideal of celibacy
and the undesirable practice of promiscuity. Our Indian
officers and some sergeants have each acquired a sigha who
unobtrusively accompanies the baggage like a vivandiere and
is referred to politely as a "cook".'
C(L., July 28) I have read with intense interest of the
acquisition by the Treasury of a controlling interest in the
A.P.O.C. which will now have no difficulty
(1)  in raising extra capital
(2)  in remaining British
(3)  in securing diplomatic and if need be military support
if internal disturbances threaten to hinder or stop work
in Persia.
* On the other hand the Government may in practice find
it harder to exercise diplomatic pressure on behalf of a com-
pany which it controls than in the interest of a company in
which it has no shareholding. Moreover, its control is hedged
round with limitations so great that it is in fact no greater
for practical purposes than the influence which any govern-
ment can exercise upon any large company which looks or
may look to government for support; and it might in certain
circumstances lead to difficulties with foreign oil companies
and therefore with foreign governments. It is a strange
reversal of the established order that such a step should be
taken by a Liberal Government.
*I see that Sir E. Grey referred in Parliament to a com-
munication which had "just reached him from the British
Commissioner", That was my telegram about the "Trans-
ferred Territories".'
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